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and disobedient since my baptism; this is why I
am sick and why I suffer. I do not ask life of him
who has made all, except in order to serve him better
than I have done.”

We have furnished this year a little tapestry of
drugget, to embellish the Chapel [224 i.e., 222] of
Tadoussac; we have also furnished a bell, to call the
Savages to the service of our Lord. This ornament
has overcome the Christians with joy, and given
terror to the Pagans. One of them having remarked
that this tapestry was made in a watered pattern, ran
to tell his people: ‘‘ Be on your guard,—they have
exposed the souls or figures of serpents and snakes
in their house of prayers. Do not enter it, for it is
all surrounded with the robes and garments of
Demons.”” These poor people—who have never
seen anything but forests, rivers, and mountains;
who have conversed only with Caribous, Elks, and
Beavers—conceive things only in their own man-
ner. The Savages of Tadoussac, who are accus-
tomed to see the French vessels, admired those
things; they took unrivaled pleasure in hearing the
sound of the bell, and suspended it themselves, as
cleverly as a French artisan could. Every one
wished to ring it in his turn, in order to see whether
it would talk as well in their hands as in the hands
of the Father.

For the rest, we are not astonished at the tempta-
tion of these poor peoples. They [225 i.e., 223]
will come, as well as the others; the Cross is the
token of their salvation, and affliction is the nearest
preparation for the Faith and for grace. Before
closing this Chapter, I will say a few words about



